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"Janmejaya Pankshita appears in the last part of the
Shatapatha Brahmana to be still fresh in the memory of
the people with the rise and downfall of himself and his''
house " Now, so far as one can see, there is nothing in
the pass&ge of the Bnhadaranya Upamshad above
referred to which can suggest the idea that the sons of
Pankshita fell or that their fall was terrible Gianting
that the question and answer may be construed to con-
vey the itlea that there was a cloubt in the questioner's
mind about the sons of Pankshita having gone there, as
perhaps he had their sin of Biahmahatya in his mind,
how does it warrant the inference that the Pankshitas
had any worldly fall ? Is it believed that the Pankshitas
were defeated in battle'? On the contrary the infciencc
subsequently made by Weber is tnat they were the lead-
ers in the Mahabharata war and had secured a victory
and not a fall by means of treacheiy and sin To our
mindthe foimer inference of Weber is not only baseless
but opposed to what he himself has propounded in the
latter place Moreover, the whole passage was not
considered, for the answer went on to say "theie
where the performers of the horse-sacrifice goy wc^,
beyond the world where there is a space as small as the
Ving of a fly or the edge of a razor, Sec " The passage
m question is only really meant to show, as can be seen
from the commentary, that the performance of a horse-
sacrifice led to the same goal where a sage could go by
Adhyatma Vidya Probably the questioner had not the
sins of the Pankshitas at all in his mind even if they
had committed any

To take a resume, the absence of the mention of the
Pandavas andj:he Mahabharata war in the Vedic loiter-